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vision is clear. America understands where 
we need to go. We need to be compassionate 
at home, and we need to be firm and resolved 
abroad as we spread freedom and peace. 

It is such an honor to be here. I want to 
thank the folks who were willing to share 
their stories with you all and with me. I hope 
you have a better understanding of a key 
component of how America’s health care sys-
tem will work better as we head out into the 
21st century. 

May God bless the citizens of this commu-
nity, and may God continue to bless our 
country. Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Mayor George McKelvey 
of Youngstown, OH; and Mayor Toni E. Mid-
dleton of Alliance, OH.

Memorandum on Waiving 
Prohibition on United States Military 
Assistance With Respect to Burkina 
Faso and Dominica 

May 25, 2004

Presidential Determination No. 2004–31

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiving Prohibition on United 
States Military Assistance with Respect to 
Burkina Faso and Dominica

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by section 2007 of the American 
Servicemembers’ Protection Act of 2002 (the 
‘‘Act’’), title II of Public Law 107–206 (22 
U.S.C. 7421 et seq.), I hereby: 

•  Determine that Burkina Faso and Dom-
inica have each entered into an agree-
ment with the United States pursuant 
to Article 98 of the Rome Statute pre-
venting the International Criminal 
Court from processing against U.S. per-
sonnel present in such countries; and 

•  Waive the prohibition of section 2007(a) 
of the Act with respect to these coun-
tries for as long as such agreement re-
mains in force. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress and to ar-

range for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister. 

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 26.

Proclamation 7791—Prayer for 
Peace, Memorial Day, 2004
May 26, 2004

By the President of the United States 
of America

A Proclamation 
For more than two centuries, Americans 

have been called to defend the founding 
ideals of our democracy. On Memorial Day, 
a grateful Nation remembers the proud patri-
ots who made the ultimate sacrifice in de-
fense of liberty’s blessings. 

From the opening battles of the American 
Revolution through the turmoil of the Civil 
War, to World War I, World War II, Korea, 
and Vietnam, to the Persian Gulf and today’s 
operations in the war on terror in Afghani-
stan, Iraq, and around the world, the mem-
bers of our military have built a tradition of 
honorable and faithful service. As we observe 
Memorial Day, we remember the more than 
one million Americans who have died to pre-
serve our freedom, the more than 140,000 
citizens who were prisoners of war, and all 
those who were declared missing in action. 
We also honor our veterans for their dedica-
tion to America and their sacrifice. 

This year, we honor many heroes by ob-
serving the 60th anniversary of D-Day on the 
beaches of Normandy, and by dedicating the 
National World War II Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. In a radio address on June 6, 
1944, President Franklin Roosevelt de-
scribed these service members as the ‘‘pride 
of our Nation,’’ who struggled to preserve 
our civilization. The fallen from that fateful 
day and that war will always be remembered. 
They hold a cherished place in the history 
of the United States and in the memories 
of the people they liberated. 

VerDate jul 14 2003 09:37 Jun 02, 2004 Jkt 203001 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P22MYT4.028 P22MYT4



957 Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / May 27 

Today, all who wear the uniform of the 
United States are serving at a crucial hour 
in history, and each has answered a great call 
to serve our Nation on the front lines of free-
dom. As we continue to fight terrorism and 
promote peace and freedom, let us pray for 
the safety and strength of our troops, for 
God’s blessing on them and their families, 
and for those who have lost loved ones. 

On this Memorial Day, we honor all of 
our fallen soldiers, their commitment to our 
country, and their legacy of patriotism and 
sacrifice. By giving their lives in the cause 
of freedom, these heroes have protected and 
inspired all Americans. 

In respect for their devotion to America, 
the Congress, by a joint resolution approved 
on May 11, 1950, as amended (64 Stat. 158), 
has requested the President to issue a procla-
mation calling on the people of the United 
States to observe each Memorial Day as a 
day of prayer for permanent peace and desig-
nating a period on that day when the people 
of the United States might unite in prayer. 
The Congress, by Public Law 106–579, has 
also designated the minute beginning at 3:00 
p.m. local time on that day as a time for all 
Americans to observe the National Moment 
of Remembrance. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 31, 
2004, as a day of prayer for permanent peace, 
and I designate the hour beginning in each 
locality at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time 
to unite in prayer. I also ask all Americans 
to observe the National Moment of Remem-
brance beginning at 3:00 p.m. local time on 
Memorial Day. I urge the press, radio, tele-
vision, and all other media to participate in 
these observances. 

I also request the Governors of the United 
States and the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units 
of government, to direct that the flag be 
flown at half-staff until noon on this Memo-
rial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval 
vessels throughout the United States, and in 
all areas under its jurisdiction and control. 
I also request the people of the United States 
to display the flag at half-staff from their 
homes for the customary forenoon period. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of May, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:22 a.m., May 27, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 27, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on May 28. 

Remarks in a Discussion at 
Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center in Nashville, Tennessee 
May 27, 2004 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Please be seated. Tommy, thanks for the kind 
introduction. You can keep your job for a 
while. [Laughter] I put him in my Cabinet 
because I knew how effective he was as a 
Governor. He was the Governor of Wis-
consin. [Applause] 

And I knew when I asked him to—don’t 
go overboard for Wisconsin, please. [Laugh-
ter] I knew when I asked him to join my 
Cabinet that he would reform programs that 
needed reform, focus resources on programs 
that needed resources, and would do a great 
job. He really has. He’s been a remarkable 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
and I’m proud he came here today. 

We’re going to talk about an interesting 
subject, and it’s one that has got a chance 
to change our country for the better. As you 
can see, I’ve surrounded myself with people 
who probably can—not probably—will be 
able to explain the subject better than me. 

But before we get talking about health 
care and how to make sure the costs are rea-
sonable and health care is affordable and 
medical errors are reduced by using informa-
tion technology, I do want to thank the good 
folks here at the Vanderbilt University Med-
ical Center for your hospitality. I particularly 
want to thank Harry Jacobson for welcoming 
us, for allowing us to use this facility to talk 
about health care. No better place to talk 
about health care than at a place that delivers 
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